NAPOLEON BONAPARTE
turn it into a legend, a stupendous romance he made of
it, well-calculated to fire the imagination.
A series of chances, seized deliberately, with an almost
invariably unerring instinct, soon enabled the pale and
ambitious one to lay a grip on Fortune. To start with,
Toulon was in revolt and had called in the aid of the
English. Young Captain Bonaparte had the task of
helping to reduce the place. He knew the town's weak
spot, and it was largely owing to him that it surrendered.
He was promoted brigadier-general and, in 1794, he was
appointed to command the artillery with the army
serving in Italy. He became a close friend of the younger
Robespierre and joined the Jacobins. That, unfortu-
nately, was just before the gth Thermidor. He was
arrested, and then released. He was offered a command
in Vendee and refused it. Very soon afterwards the
chance of chances came his way. On the I2th Vende-
miaire, the Assembly appointed Barras to take the neces-
sary measures for its defence against the royalist insur-
gents in Paris. Barras requested that he might have
General Bonaparte to assist him. On the i3th Vende-
miaire, Bonaparte crushed the attempt at counter-
revolution on the steps of Saint-Roch.
He was twenty-seven years of age. He had just married
a Creole who had seen a good deal of life, and looked it.
She had probably been Barras's mistress, and was six
years Bonaparte's senior. Her name was Josephine de
Beauharnais. He was appointed Commander-in-Ghief
of the Army in Italy. And so off he went on that dazzling
campaign, a festival of youth and gaiety. Later on, we
find Stendhal vaunting his everlasting 'alacrity'. He
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